
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING TEAM REPORT 
2012-2014 

PLT Title 

Materials and Techniques for 3rd and 4th grade ensemble 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 
A  collection of materials and classroom techniques designed to standardize resources and assist the K-4 music 
educator in addressing the wide variety of classroom conditions and numbers of students encountered in the non-
elective 3rd and 4th grade music ensembles. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Craig McMahan* Wellington Music K-4 

Rosanne Mili Butler Music K-4 

Vickie Livermore CMS Music K-4 

Christine Servilio Winn Brook Music PreK-4 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

We will draft and implement at curriculum with related assessments that can be adapted yearly based upon population 

of 3rd and 4th grade vocal ensembles that are held concurrently with instrumental music times across the district 

 
Key Actions 

1. Inventory of past and current practice within existing ensembles 
2. Develop common curriculum content and assessment tools  

 
Findings  

1. There was a wide variance in practice among  K-4 educators within these ensembles 
2. There was no common set of content shared between educators with proven music education value (octavos, 

round and partner song resources, etc.) 
3. Unpredictable class sizes of these ensembles was a complicating factor in choosing repertoire and setting 

outcome 
4. The common content set developed by this group is seen as a good start to this end in providing K-4 educators 

tasked with this ensemble with flexibility yet also a high degree of quality 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

1. The curriculum project for these groups should be expanded to examine the kinds of fine and gross motor 
activities that could be included in a variety of ensemble spaces in the broader pursuit of ensemble goals 

2. The common content set should continue to be classified and expanded 
3. Similar programs should be identified within the state, if any, and their model(s) studied. 

 

 


